
A consultation was then held by the surgeons present, and it was decided to
again attempt the etherization. Precisely the same effects, in the same order,
were observed by several of the Faculty of the Infirmary, and this continued
until the removal of the anaesthetic from the face, when the pulse again be-
came full and regular. During this whole process, the patient had not become
unconscious, nor unable to answer questions properly, and declared that he
felt perfectly comfortable. It was decided to attempt the operation without
ether, and it was accordingly done. At the time of greatest suffering from
pain, it was noticed that there was also a slight intermission in the pulse, but
this was of very moderate degree, and may have been caused by the twitch-
ing of the patient.
Five days after the operation, as the patient was sitting quietly in his chair,

examination of pulse showred one interrnisson in twenty, twenty-seven and
forty-nine beats, respectively. Pulse is sixty in the minute. Appetite is
fair, strength good, patient is cheerful and happy.
I make no remarks on this case; in fact, I think it doubtful if it possesses'

sufficient interest to obtain a place in your columns; but to me the observa-
tion of the intermittence of the heart's action on administration of ether, and
the increase and decrease of this symptom in a ratio exactly corresponding
to the time the anœsthetic was applied, was a thing of the greatest interest.
It may not be so uncommon, but to me it is a new experience.

Albert N. Blodgett.Boston, Dec. 10, 1873.

Atwood's Quinine Tonic Bitters.
Messrs. Editors,—I have received letters from several physicians of

good repute, asking why my name appeared in print as having recommended
a proprietary medicine, bearing the above title. Will you allow me to an-
swer all such inquiries by one general statement.
I was not aware that my name appears in any such connection. If it

does, it is without my consent. I know nothing of the article except its
name. I never recommended its use. Yours trulv.

Charles E. Buckingham.
53 Worcester Street, Boston, Dec. 12, 1873.

DR. W. H. Rockwell.
Dr. Bockwell, the subject of this sketch, died on the 30th ult., after an

illness and decline of more than eighteen months. He was a native of Con-
necticut and graduated at Yale College. His pupilage in a specialty commenc-
ed at the Hartford Retreat, under Dr. Todd, in the summer of 1827, he havingreceived the first appointment as assistant physician in that Institution.
He was associated with Dr. Todd until the death of the latter in 1833, and
for several months afterward had charge of the Institution. He subse-
quently remained connected with the Retreat, the greater portion of the
time until his appointment to the Vermont Asylum, although at oue time
engaging in general practice, and for a few months pursuing a course of
theological study. He was appointed to the Superintendency of the Insti-
tution at Brattleboro', previous to its opening, in 1836, and was officiallyidentified with it till August, 1872, when he resigned, by reason of disability,—the result of a painful accident three months previously. Under his direc-
tion and personal oversight, from its beginning with a donation of §10,000,and subsequent very limited State aid, the institution has attained its presentcapacity, and accomplished at the same time a work for humanity, credita-ble in comparison with the results of kindred institutions in other States, aswill appear by its published reports.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY on July 17, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



Dr. Rockwell was for many years the veteran in his specialty, and the
oldest superintendent of an asylum for the insane in the United States.
For nearly half a century he was an indefatigable worker, and though less
prominently identified with popular movements than some of his contempo-
raries, was no less alive to all measures of reform and in sympathy with
progress. He was thoroughly practical, and compelled by circumstances to
give personal attention to the details of his daily work. The institution he
created (we use this word advisedly) is the monument he has left to attest
his industry and to perpetuate his memory. His reports were uniformly
brief and confined to the current results of the institution each year; but
those who best knew him, especially those who were associated with him
from time to time, realized the wealth of professional experience he possessed;
and recognized his rare sagacity and practical discrimination.
Decision and force of character, great self-reliance, sound practical judg-

ment and indefatigable activity, were his prominent characteristics; but
through these the finer and nicer shades of intellect were ever visible. His
points were positive, rather than negative. His religious faith was clear and
decided, and by it his whole life was consistently shaped.
A quick and cultivated power of observation, and the constant and diligent

study of human nature in all its varied and abnormal phases, rendered him
sagacious beyond the average of men, and gave to his judgments a superior
value, as was often remarked by his professional acquaintances. AVitli active
sympathy, and ready adaptation of means to ends, he at once gained the con-
fidence of his patients, and retained it with singular facility.
In person, he was singularly tall and commanding, and by his presence as

well as mental qualities, exacted respect.
It is to be hoped an extended memoir, embracing as far as possible the

conclusions of his long experience, will be prepared for the benefit of the
profession in the specialty.
Few individuals in any walk of life are privileged to enjoy so extended a

period of active service, and few have left behind them more enduring evi-
dence of practical usefulness. J. D.

DR. WilliamF.Perry.
In the sudden death of Dr. Perry, Mansfield and vicinity have suffered an

irreparable loss. He was born in Easton, Dec. 9th, 1809, and was the son
of Dr. James Perry, a once well-known physician in that town. He studied
medicine with Drs. Swan, of Easton, and Peck, of Foxboro', and attended
two full courses of lectures at the Bowdoin Medical School, where he re-

ceived his degree of M.D. in 1833. He subsequently attended one course
of lectures at the Harvard Medical School in Cambridge, Mass., and became
a member of the Massachusetts Medical Society, and continued such till his
death. After practising in his native town two years, he was invited to
settle in Mansfield. His first professional visit is dated May 24, 1835.
The first year yielded hardly enough to pay his board, but with his profes-

sional devotion and prompt and sympathetic attention to his patients, his
skill finally commanded success, and he became a trusted physician, not in
Mansfield only, but in all its vicinity, and was sought in consultation far and
wide. He was a diligent student of medicine as long as he lived.
He always answered promptly the calls of the poor, and never enforced

payment from those who could ill afford it; so that he lived straitened him-
self, while thousands of dollars due remain uncollected. Some eighteen
years ago, in one of his midnight rides, he was thrown from his carriage and
received an injury which he thought laid the foundation for heart disease, of
which disease he suddenly died on Tuesday, Oct. 17th. He was sitting be-
side a sick child and before he had made the prescription he fell forward on
the floor, and without a word or groan he instantly died. His funeral at his
residence drew hundreds together to sec once more the face which they had
often so gladly welcomed as the signal of hope and relief.
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